270.   CABLE TO CROFT*

PORT SAID,
December 17, 1931

CROFT

INDIA OFFICE
LONDON

THANKS       WIRE.        "GIORNALE       D'lTALIA"        STATEMENT       WHOLLY

FALSE.       NEVER        GAVE       ANY       INTERVIEW        PRESSMEN         ROME.

LAST        INTERVIEW2        I        GAVE        WAS        TO        REUTER        VILLEN-

EUVE        WHERE         I        ASKED         PEOPLE         INDIA         NOT          COME

HASTY       DECISION       BUT       AWAIT        MY        STATEMENT.       I       SHALL

TAKE         NO          PRECIPITATE          ACTION          AND          SHALL         MAKE

AMPLE              PREVIOUS              ENTREATY             AUTHORITIES            SHOULD

1 Sir Samuel Hoare, later Viscount Templewood, in his Nine Troubled Tears
(Collins, 1954), says that when he heard the report of "a fictitious interview"
Gandhiji was said to have given to Gayda of Giornale d'ltaka, he was so
"horrified and amazed" that he at once telegraphed for its confirmation "The
answer came", says Templewood, "from Gandhi himself, to the effect that
he had made no such statement, and that the reported interview was a fake."
Presumably the answer in question was this cable.

The cable which had been sent to Gandhyi "from an authoritative
quarter" according to a Times report was as follows:

"Press reports state that, on embarkation, you issued to Giornale d*Italia
a statement which contained expressions such as following.

*(1) Round Table Conference marked definite rupture of relations
between Indian nation and Butish Government.

(2)     You are returning to  India in  order to restart at  once struggle
against England.

(3)     Boycott would now prove powerful means of rendering more acute
British crisis.

(4)     We will not pay taxes, we will not work for England in anyway,
we will completely isolate British authorities, their politics and their institu-
tions, and we will totally boycott all British goods.'

Some of your friends here think you must have been misreported and, if
so, denial desirable."

Notwithstanding Gandhiji's disclaimer, Gayda persisted in his claim that
the interview was genuine. Gandhiji repeated this disclaimer in 1934 when he
was again asked about the interview,

2 Vide p. 399.
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